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5waysto administer VMware ESX Server

In this article we will introduce 5 different ways for you to administer your VMware ESX server.
David Davis

Network administration - VMware ESX server is a complex product. It combines Linux's Service console to
run multiple virtual machine operating systems, all on the same server. There are several ways to administer
ESX. You may be considering a VMware ESX server or you may have installed it but want to learn more about
how to administer it. If you are in the above two objects, this article is exactly what you need to find. Find out 5
different ways you can administer your VMware ESX server.

1. Accessthe consoleinto the serviceinterface

Just like any operating system, you can access the VMware ESX server console. From the console, access the
Linux login window to log into the ESX Service Console. What you won't see here is the graphical interface. To
use this admin form for ESX server, you must have some knowledge of Linux as well as some knowledge of
VMware ESX commands and terminology.

Normally, the console of an ESX server will look like the one shown below:

UMware ESX Server wersion 3.0.1
localhost . localdomain (18.253.15.148)
To manage this ESK Server, use any browser to open the URL:

http://108.253.15.148/

To open the ESK Server console, press Alt-Fl.
To return to this screen, press Alt-F11.

If you press Alt-F1 , you can access the Linux login prompt of the ESX service console and log in to a command
prompt like the one shown below:
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UMware ESK Server 3 (Dali)
Kernel 2.4.21-37.0.2.ELvmnix on an 1686

localhost login: root

Password :

Last login: Tue Apr 17 22:06:17 on ttyl
[root@localhost rootl#

The downside of this method is: you must always perform at the interface (or connect with IP KVM) and must
know Linux to perform its tasks (no graphical interface).

2. SSH into the service interface

Y ou can SSH to the console prompt of the ESX server and get access to that interface as described above. Telnet
isnot allowed. To use this method, your ESX server must work on the network and you must have an SSH client
on your computer to connect. In this mode you don't have a graphical interface either.
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3. Accessthe web from virtualized infrastructureto ESX server

The easiest way to access the VMware ESX server's graphical admin window is to use the VMware Virtual
Infrastructure (V1) Web Access interface. Thisis the interface installed and enabled by default. To get it, all you
need to do is a network computer, aweb browser, an ESX server's |P address and avalid login.

Accessing it is as simple as opening a web browser and entering the IP (or DNS) address of the ESX server.
What you will see is awelcome screen, which will display your administrative options.
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Click Login to Web Access to view the web login screen:

Mware Virtual Infrastructur
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- Credentials

Login Name:

Password:

Log In

What you will see next isthe window like the one below:
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This is the VMware VI Web Access interface. The advantage in using this method is that you get a graphical
interface to administer the ESX server without having to install a client on the local machine. However, the
downside of the web interface is that you can only perform some basic ESX functions such as controlling
existing machines (start / stop / pause) and accessing the remote interface. Cannot add new virtual machines, nor
can it work with VM repositories or VM networks. However, this interface is very useful in checking the status
of the ESX VM, rebooting the virtual machine and using the remote control interface.

4. VMwar e Virtual Infrastructure Client (VI Client) on the server

The best way to remotely administer your VMware ESX server is Virtua Infrastructure (V1) Client. Thisis an
installable client that provides you with full access to administer the ESX server. This client can be downloaded

and installed easily from the ESX welcome screen by clicking here:
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To access and manage yvour VMware ESX Server host, you must
download and install the VMware Infrastructure Client on a
computer running Microsoft Windows 2000 or later. After running
the installer, start the client and log in to this server.

¢ Download the VMware Infrastructure Client
¢ Download the Quick Start Guide

Thiswill prompt you to run or save the VMware-viclient.exe installation program
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The installation process is very simple. When the installation is complete, you can run the VI Client from the
created desktop icon.
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From here, you will log into the VI Client with name/ IP, server username and password.
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Thisiswhat the VI Client shows when you log in:
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The advantage of the VI client is that you have full access to do anything necessary on the ESX server and have
a graphical interface to perform. The only weakness here is that you must install the VI client application.
However, this installation is negligible and the VI client is the best way to administer ESX Server. Even, the VI
client can be used with VMware Virtual Center Server - to give you option 5 below.

5.VMware Virtual Infrastructure Client (VI Client) into Virtual Center Server (VC Server)

Also the VI Client can be used to administer this single ESX server that can also be used to administer the entire
data center of VMware ESX servers. Instead of pointing the VI client to the name/ IP of the ESX server, al you
need to do is point it to the name/ IP of the Virtual Center server (VC). Suppose you have a VC and are active.
You will then have to log in with the user account of the VC server (a Windows account) instead of the ESX
Linux account.

Thisiswhat you can see:
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From this VC interface, you can administer all ESX servers, VM repositories, and VM networks, and . Virtual
Center isindeed an optional product that requires subscriptions and sections. additional hard.

Conclude

VMware ESX server is truly an incredible product with a number of different administrative options. In this
article, we have shown you how to administer ESX server from the console, via SSH, web interface, using VI
Client directly to the server and finally using the VI Client with Virtual Center. In our opinion, using the VI
client is always the best choice for you. However, there are situations where you just need to use the Linux CLI
interface to administer and troubleshoot ESX servers.

Y ou finished reading the article "5 ways to administer VMware ESX Server" edited by the TipsM ake team.
We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles
on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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