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5 useful hidden Taskbar features on Windows 11

The Windows 11 Taskbar has a surprising number of features that many people overlook. Y ou can pin files and
folders for quick access, force quit apps directly from the Taskbar, manage which icons appear in the system
tray, and much more.

At first glance, the Windows 11 Taskbar doesn't have much in the way of functionality, especially compared to
previous versions. Y ou can't resize it, move it around, or customize it the way you used to. Sure, third-party apps
like Windhawk can help fix these Taskbar annoyances, but before you try them, you should take a closer ook at
what the Taskbar has to offer.

The Windows 11 Taskbar has a surprising number of features that many people overlook. Y ou can pin files and
folders for quick access, force quit apps directly from the Taskbar, manage which icons appear in the system
tray, and much more.

5. Pin files, folders, etc.
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To pin afile or folder to the Taskbar, right-click it and select Show more options > Send to > Desktop (create
shortcut) . Then, right-click the desktop shortcut you created and select Properties. Go to the Shortcut tab and
type explorer followed by a space before the Tar get path . Finally, press Apply .

After doing this, your file or folder will have a File Explorer icon. Y ou can change the icon to something else to
make it easier to identify. Once done, right-click the file or folder and select Show more options> Pin to
taskbar .

4. Manage hidden icons

Keep only theiconsyou really need
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The system tray can easily become a dumping ground for apps that are deliberately hiding there. If your Taskbar
islooking cluttered, or you'retired of digging around for the little arrow on the right, Windows 11 gives you an
easy way to manage hidden icons.



Click the arrow to open aflyout window containing hidden icons, then drag any icon onto the Taskbar to keep it
visible. Or drag icons off the Taskbar to hide them. It's a quick way to promote the tools you need every day and
push everything else into the background.

3. Force quit frozen applications and programs

End misbehaving programswith just one click
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Windows 11 has a hidden trick that |ets you force quit apps right from the Taskbar.

PressWin + | to open the Settings app , go to System > Advanced and turn on the End Task button . Once
done, you will see the new End task option when you right-click on the app icon on the Taskbar. Y ou can then
use this option any time you want to force close an app on your PC.

2. Hold down the Ctrl or Shift key while clicking on theicon on the
Taskbar

Control applications faster with key combinations
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If you hold down the Ctrl key and click on the application's Taskbar icon, you can cycle through all of its open
windows. Thisis handy when you have dozens of browser windows open on your desktop and want to quickly
cycle through them.

Finally, holding both Ctrl and Shift at the same time while clicking an icon allows you to open a pinned
application on the Taskbar with admin rights. So if you have Command Prompt or any other application that
requires admin rights, this shortcut can be useful.

1. Usingjump list

Get back to what you were doing

Recently closed
| @ Settings - Manage search engines...
@ MUQ - Technology, Simplified.

] @ Settings - Appearance

Tasks

¢ New window

@ New Incognito window
¢ Google Chrome

32 Unpin from taskbar

== Q Search B @ G = ‘.“ ﬁ"? @ | {:}

Right-click any application on the Taskbar and you'll see a customizable menu tailored to that program. For
browsers, you'll see your most visited websites, recently closed applications, and a shortcut to open a private
window. For File Explorer, you'll see recently accessed folders along with anything you've pinned to Quick



Access. And if you've pinned an Office application, it'll show recently opened documents.

Other apps have their own variations, but the idea is the same. It lets you jump right back to the file or location
you were working on. It's asmall feature that can save you alot of time.

Y ou finished reading the article "5 useful hidden Taskbar features on Windows 11" edited by the TipsM ake
team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar
articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.

© 2019 TipsMake.com


https://tipsmake.com

