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5 Functionsto I nstantly Clean Up Messy Excel
Spreadsheets

A messy Excel spreadsheet can be a nightmare — extra whitespace, inconsistent formatting, text all over the
place. But with the right functions, you can clean it up in seconds and make your data actually useful.

A messy Excel spreadsheet can be a nightmare — extra whitespace, inconsistent formatting, text all over the
place. But with the right functions, you can clean it up in seconds and make your data actually useful.

5. TRIM function

Extra spaces in your spreadsheet can cause two seemingly identical entries to look different, mess up data
validation, and even mess up your formulas. Luckily, the TRIM function solves all of that by removing all extra
spaces from text (except single spaces between words). Thisis useful for rearranging names, addresses, etc.,
especially in spreadsheets you import from other sources.

Suppose cell A1 contains Alice, with extra spaces everywhere. Using the TRIM function will return Alice
without the spaces.
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Instead of referencing a single cell and expanding the formula, you can aso refer to all the data at once. For
example, you can use the following formulato remove all extra spaces.

=TRI M Al: G5) 227

4. IFERROR function


https://tipsmake.com
https://tipsmake.com/c/application/
https://tipsmake.com/5-functions-for-instant-cleaning-zrsfv

IFERROR represents something more straightforward and less intimidating. It works with Office 2019 and
Microsoft 365 subscription plans, so it iswidely accessible. This function evaluates aformula and returns a
specified value if the formula produces an error.

For example, instead of using aformulathat returns #NAM E? when no match is found, like below:
=VLOOKUP( A1, Tabl el, 2, FALSE)
Y ou can use the following formulato return a custom message:

=l FERROR( VLOOKUP( Al, Tabl el, 2, FALSE), "Not Found")

=IFERROR(VLOOKUP(A1,Tablel,2,FALSE),"Not Found")
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193508565 HaANsNY 2339 651.21 524.96 1523180 1227881 295298.8

750110709 7/14/201€ 3283 47.45 31.79 1557784 104366.6 51411.78
940607202 Hamu#ENl 5428 9.33 6.92 50643.24 37561.76 13081.48 NoIFound_

424421870 3/23/2012 4718 81.73 56.67 385602.1 267369.1 118233.1

281291043 5/14/2014 9125 651.21 524.96 5942291 4790260 1152031

) 761263549 9/25/2013 3656 81.73 56.67 298804.9 2071855 91619.36

g 834700715 5/16/201% 5345 81.73 56.67 436846.9 302001.2 1339457

Ell 442276370 3/28/2017 8261 437.2 263.33 3611709 2175369 1436340

Pl 044976842 8/18/201% 8502 81.73 56.67 694868.5 481808.3 213060.1

=VLOOKUP(Al,Tablel,2,FALSE)
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193508565 HunERRE 2339 651.21 524.96 1523180 1227881 295298.8
750110709 7/14/201¢ 3283 47.45 31.79 155778.4 104366.6 51411.78
940607202 HHHHuREE 5428 9.33 6.92 50643.24 37561.76 13081.48 A ﬁNAME?I
424421870 3/23/2012 4718 81.73 56.67 385602.1 267369.1 118233.1
281291043 9/14/2014 9125 651.21 524.96 5942291 4790260 1152031
&) 761263549 9/25/2013 3656 81.73 56.67 298804.9 207185.5 91619.36
834700715 9/16/201% 5345 8173 56.67 436846.9 302901.2 1339457
il 442276370 3/28/2017 8261 437.2  263.33 3611709 21753659 1436340
El 944976842 8/18/201% 8502 81.73 56.67 694868.5 481808.3 213060.1

3. CLEAN function

When you import data from PDFs, websites, and legacy systems, or even convert PDFs into Excel spreadsheets
, You often carry over some invisible characters. Things like line breaks and hidden symbols, which you can't
see, can stick around and ruin your formulas.

The CLEAN function removes all non-printing characters from text, leaving a more predictable and easier to use
version for formulas.

G1 v F - =CLEAN(A1)
A B C D E F G H I ] K L M
1|Triangle Sidea Side b Sidec Triangle Sidea Side b Side ¢
2 |Triangle 1 3 4 5 6 Triangle1 3 4 5 6
3 |Triangle 2 7 8 9 26.83282 Triangle2 7 8 9 26.8328147299975
4 0 0
5
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Y ou can aso combine the CLEAN function with the TRIM function. Many Excel pros use this function as a
shortcut for inputting data:

=TRI M CLEAN(t ext ))



n v £~ =TRIM(CLEAN(A1)) £

B c D E F G H J K L M N o P Q

A
Student Name Math Science History  Art Average Score Grade Student N: Math Science History  Art Average Sc Grade
Alice 90 85 92 88 88.75 Grade A Alice 90 85 92 88 8875  GradeA
Bob 75 68 80 72 73.75 Grade B Bob 75 68 80 72 7375  GradeB
carol 60 55 65 58 59.5 Grade C Carol 60 55 65 58 59.5 Grade C
David 95 90 88 93 91.5 Grade A David 95 90 88 93 915 Grade A
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2. TEXTSPLIT function

TEXTSPLIT, available in Excel 365 and Excel 2021, works similarly to the Text-to-Columns wizard, but in
formulaform, and is useful if you're working with concatenated data. This function can split text into columns or
rows using delimiters you specify.

If cell Al contains Ada,Uche,ada.uche@email.com , then using the formula below can split the text into 3
separate columns: Ada, Uche and ada.uche@email.com .

=TEXTSPLI T(AL,",")

(251 v Fe =TEXTSPLIT(AL,",")
A B (& D E F G H
1 |Ada‘Uche,ada.uche@emall.com |Ada Uche ada.uche@email.com

2 Apple,Banana;Cherry

3 Cat;Dog;Fish.Bird;Lizard
4 First.Last

5

6

7

Y ou can even split by row or column and handle multiple delimiters. For example, if cell A2 contains Apple,
Banana; Cherry , use the formula below:

=TEXTSPLI T(AL, {",", ";"})

Thisformulawill split the text into Apple, Bananaand Cherry.

c2 v fx =TEXTSPLIT(AZ, {",",";"})
A B (e} D E F G H
1 Ada,Uche,ada.uche@email.com Ada Uche ‘ada.uche@email.com
ZIAppie,Banana;Cherry Apple _Banana Cherry |
3 Cat;Dog;Fish.Bird;Lizard
4 First.Last
5
6
7
8

By default, TEXTSPLIT will fill these valuesinto columns. If you want them to be split into separate rows, set
the fourth argument, which defaults to FALSE or is omitted, to TRUE:

=TEXTSPLI T(A2, ",",";", , TRUE)

Theresult will be Applein cel 11, Bananain cell J1, Cherry in cell 12 and Datesin cell J2.



i ~ f =TEXTSPLIT(A2, ",",";", , TRUE)

A B L= D E F G H | J K
1|Ada,Uche ada uche@email.com Ada Uche ada.uche@email.com Apple 'Elanana
2 Apple Banana;Cherry,Dates Apple  Banana Cherry Dates |Cherry  Dates

3 Cat;Dog;Fish.Bird;Lizard
4 First.Last
5

8

8

1. TEXTJOIN function

After splitting, you may want to join the pieces together. TEXTJOIN helps you merge multiple text strings with
optional delimiters and even alows you to ignore spaces.

Suppose you have first name in column A, middle name in column B (some blank cells), and last namein
column C. Y ou can use the following formulato create full name without extra spaces from blank middle name
cells.

=TEXTIJO N(" ", TRUE, Al, B1, C1)

You will get full name like Cardi B or Mary Jane Watson after applying the formula.

E2 v Fx =TEXTJOIN(" ",TRUE,A2,B2,C2)
A B C D E F G H
1 FirstName Middle Name Last Name
2 |John Smith John SmitH
3 |Mary Jane Watson Mary Jane| Watson
4 |Adaeze Nancy Uche Adaeze Nancy Uche
5 |Justin Bieber Justin Bietler
6 |Hailey Bieher Hailey Bielper
7 |Cardi B Cardi B
8
9 o v

10
The TRUE argument tells Excel to ignore blank cells, so you won't get unsightly spaces or dangling commas.

Y ou finished reading the article "5 Functionsto I nstantly Clean Up Messy Excel Spreadsheets” edited by the
TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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