' ipsMake.c.,m

TipsMake > Tech info >

5 best toolsto compare and merge fileson Mac

The file comparison tool helps you compare and merge differences between two (or more) versions of the same
file. Today's article will look at some of the best file comparison applications for macOS.

Asawriter or programmer, you often need to compare different versions of the same code or text file to see what
changes have occurred. However, finding those changesis not asimple task. A file comparison tool will show
the differences between two (or more) files and help you merge them. Each of these macOS apps provides an
intuitive interface for inspecting and managing file changes.

1. Kaleidoscope
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Unlike many other comparison tools, Kaleidoscope is a macOS-only app, giving it anative feel and OS
integration that other tools lack.

Upon startup, Kaleidoscope guides you through its features, with avisual guide to introduce each feature. It also
includes sample files for comparison and you can use them to quickly explore the application and its interface.

Kaleidoscope has features to compare and merge images and folders. If you're a developer, you'll appreciate the
app's integration with git. Thisincludes support for change discovery, full file history, and easy branch
comparison.

2. Helix PAM erge
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Helix P4V is a cross-platform enterprise ecosystem of version control software. Its PAMerge application -
PAMerge for Diff & Merge - is afree download focused on file comparison.

PAMerge displays files side by side, connecting related parts of each file with colored areas, much like Sankey
Diagram. Thisis a common approach to side-by-side comparison that helps you identify the important parts of
each file.

PAMerge al so provides image comparison, syntax highlighting, and file revision history if you useitin
conjunction with the P4 suite.

3. Beyond Compare
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Beyond Compare is a powerful, highly configurable file comparison and merge tool. The app maintains a
bal ance between features and performance with an easy-to-use interface.



Like most modern file comparison applications, Beyond Compare can display differences between image or
folder structures, as well asfiles.

The app uses familiar styling to highlight line and character differences, but you can customize much of the app's
behavior. Color palettes, comparison rules, syntax highlighting, and more are al configurable.

Beyond Compare integrates with many third parties including Dropbox, Google Drive and S3. Y ou can use these
parties to perform remote file comparisons as easily as local comparisons.

4. Deltawalker

DeltawWalker is a compare and merge tool with an intuitive interface that uses just afew menu buttons. Thistool
relies heavily on visual parametersto help you find the differences. Out of installation, this tool supports Office
files, Java archives, ZIP, XML, etc. Y ou can even use Deltawalker to compare two PDF files.

This application integrates with other applications through a CLI interface, including SourceTree, Visua Studio,
and DreamWeaver. The vertical gradient on the right panel shows a summary with a miniature visual map of all
the differences. Thisis useful for filesthat are long or have many differences.

Y ou can export your file comparison report asHTML or in standard patch format. The following format contains
the differences between one or more pairs of different files, useful for application developers.

5. AraxisMerge



Araxis Merge is acomplex comparison and merge tool. It works with many file formats, including text files,
Office files and PDFs. This makes the app suitable for a variety of creative professionals.

Araxis Merge clearly highlights lines that have changed and uses color coding to separate types of changes, like
modifications, insertions, and deletions. Its status bar shows a summary of these changes.

The interface allows you to create markers to indicate modified lines. Y ou can add bookmarks to remind
yourself or place comments to note important information. Thisis great for files that involve many separate
changes.

Y ou can aso drag and drop blocks of text into any panel to edit the corresponding file. Araxis Merge analyzes
changes in the background and saves them, so you can undo the results at any time.

Y ou finished reading the article "5 best tools to compare and merge fileson Mac" edited by the TipsM ake
team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar
articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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