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5 Bash shortcuts to help you quickly master the
terminal

You can certainly learn commands to take the fear out of the terminal, but there are also a few tricks that can
make your workflow inside the terminal much faster.

No matter how much you want to deny it, if you're switching to Linux, you're probably going to have to use the
terminal at some point. There's simply no way around it. While modern Linux distributions let you do a lot of
things from the UI, there will always be things that are quicker, cleaner, or even just possible to do through the
terminal.

 

You can certainly learn commands to take the fear out of the terminal, but there are also a few tricks that can
make your workflow inside the terminal much faster.

1. 18 Interesting Linux Commands in Terminal

Switch between words quickly

Why did people stop using the arrow keys?

https://tipsmake.com
https://tipsmake.com/c/program/
https://tipsmake.com/c/unix-and-linux/
https://tipsmake.com/5-bash-shortcuts-to-help-you-work-faster-qsiwz




 

You can switch between words in the command line using Ctrl + Left/Right Arrow (or Option + Left/Right
Arrow on macOS). This will instantly move the cursor word by word, making it much easier to fix typos or
adjust arguments in the middle of a long command. This is really useful when you copy a command from
somewhere and need to change a file path or argument. Instead of slowly moving the cursor across the entire
line, you can jump straight to that part and edit it right away.

You can also use Ctrl + A and Ctrl + E to jump to the beginning and end of a line instantly. Once you start
using these shortcuts, you'll wonder how you ever worked without them, as editing in the terminal suddenly
becomes smoother and more efficient.

Search reverse command history

Search old orders instantly

 

You can cycle through all previous commands with the up arrow key, which is great for quick repetition, but
quickly becomes annoying when you're trying to find a command you ran a while ago. People have spent more
time than they'd like to admit hitting the up arrow key repeatedly just to find a particular command.



That's where reverse search comes in. Press Ctrl + R , then start typing whatever part of the command you
remember. Terminal will immediately search your command history and display matches as you type.

Once you start using it, you will never want to scroll through command history line by line again.

Auto pull last argument

There are many times when you run a command and then need to reuse one of its arguments in the next
command. Typing the command over and over again can quickly become tedious, especially when it's a long
command like a file path or directory name.

For example, if you just created a new folder and now want to move to it, you can instinctively retype the name:

mkdir projects

But there is a faster way. You can automatically get the last parameter from the previous command by typing !$ .
So instead of retyping the whole command, just write:

 

cd !$

The !$ character will expand to the last parameter from the previous command; in this case, projects . This little
shortcut may seem trivial at first, but once you get used to it, it feels like a significant quality of life
improvement when working in the terminal.

Edit the current command in the editor

Difficulty with long commands



Sometimes you paste a long command into the terminal and realize you need to edit a small part of it, such as a
file path, flag, or environment variable. Using the arrow keys to move through the entire command line can get
tedious, especially if the command is long or full of nested quotation marks.

That's where this shortcut comes in handy. You can open the current command in your default text editor by
pressing Ctrl + X , then Ctrl + E . This will launch the editor immediately, allowing you to edit the command
with proper navigation, syntax highlighting, and all the bells and whistles of a real text editor.

This is especially useful when you copy a command from the Internet and need to edit a specific part of that
command.

Turn long commands into shortcuts with aliases

Save time with your own shortcuts

This isn't exactly a shortcut in the traditional sense, but it's such a big time saver that it's worth mentioning. In a
way, it's a shortcut to get things done faster without having to type the same long command over and over again.

If you frequently run the same commands, especially long ones or ones that include many options, you can
create an alias. An alias is essentially a shorthand for a longer command that you define yourself.



For example, if you frequently update your system, instead of having to type a long command line each time,
you can create an alias like this:

alias update='sudo apt update && sudo apt upgrade -y'

Now you just type update , and the command will run the whole thing automatically. You can add as many
aliases as you like, and if you put them in your shell configuration file, they will be saved every time you open a
new terminal .

You finished reading the article "5 Bash shortcuts to help you quickly master the terminal" edited by the
TipsMake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. You can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.

© 2019 TipsMake.com

https://tipsmake.com

