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5 Bash shortcutsto help you quickly master the
terminal

Y ou can certainly learn commands to take the fear out of the terminal, but there are also afew tricks that can
make your workflow inside the terminal much faster.

No matter how much you want to deny it, if you're switching to Linux, you're probably going to have to use the
terminal at some point. There's simply no way around it. While modern Linux distributions et you do alot of
things from the Ul, there will always be things that are quicker, cleaner, or even just possible to do through the
terminal.

Y ou can certainly learn commands to take the fear out of the terminal, but there are also a few tricks that can
make your workflow inside the terminal much faster.

1. 18Interesting Linux Commandsin Terminal

Switch between words quickly

Why did people stop using the arrow keys?
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Y ou can switch between words in the command line using Ctrl + L eft/Right Arrow (or Option + Left/Right
Arrow on macOS). Thiswill instantly move the cursor word by word, making it much easier to fix typos or
adjust arguments in the middle of along command. Thisisreally useful when you copy acommand from
somewhere and need to change afile path or argument. Instead of slowly moving the cursor across the entire
line, you can jump straight to that part and edit it right away.

You can aso use Ctrl + A and Ctrl + E to jump to the beginning and end of aline instantly. Once you start
using these shortcuts, you'll wonder how you ever worked without them, as editing in the terminal suddenly
becomes smoother and more efficient.

Sear ch rever se command history

Search old ordersinstantly

[ ) raghav — bash — 102x26

bash-3.2$ echo "Hello World"

Hello World

(reverse-i-search) ' ':

(reverse-i-search) ‘echo': Bcho "Hello World"

Y ou can cycle through all previous commands with the up arrow key, which is great for quick repetition, but
quickly becomes annoying when you're trying to find acommand you ran a while ago. People have spent more
time than they'd like to admit hitting the up arrow key repeatedly just to find a particular command.



That's where reverse search comesin. Press Ctrl + R, then start typing whatever part of the command you
remember. Terminal will immediately search your command history and display matches as you type.

Once you start using it, you will never want to scroll through command history line by line again.

Auto pull last argument
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bash-3.2$ mkdir PersonalFolder
bash-3.2$% cd !$ && mkdir newfile.txt
cd PersonalFolder && mkdir newfile.txt
bash-3.2$ pwd

/Users/raghav/PersonalFolder
bash-3.2%

There are many times when you run a command and then need to reuse one of its argumentsin the next
command. Typing the command over and over again can quickly become tedious, especially when it's along
command like afile path or directory name.

For example, if you just created a new folder and now want to move to it, you can instinctively retype the name:
nkdi r projects

But thereis afaster way. Y ou can automatically get the last parameter from the previous command by typing !$ .
So instead of retyping the whole command, just write:

cd !'$

The !$ character will expand to the last parameter from the previous command; in this case, projects. Thislittle
shortcut may seem trivial at first, but once you get used to it, it feels like a significant quality of life
improvement when working in the terminal.

Edit the current command in the editor

Difficulty with long commands
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/ Created by Raghav Sethi on 05/11/25.

import Foundation

enum JSONTextExtractor {
// Strips code fences and extracts the first valid JSON object within the text.
static func extractJSONObjectString(from text: String) -> String? {
// Remove code fences '“‘json ... "% or '°% ...
let stripped = text
.replacingOccurrences(of: " '“json", with: "**'")
.replacingOccurrences(of JSON", with: )
.replacingOccurrences(of: """ ", with: "\n")
.trimmingCharacters(in: .whitespacesAndNewlines)

// Try to locate the first balanced JSON object
guard let startIndex = stripped.firstIndex(of: "{") else { return nil }
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Sometimes you paste along command into the terminal and realize you need to edit asmall part of it, such asa
file path, flag, or environment variable. Using the arrow keys to move through the entire command line can get
tedious, especidly if the command islong or full of nested quotation marks.

That's where this shortcut comesin handy. Y ou can open the current command in your default text editor by
pressing Ctrl + X , then Ctrl + E . Thiswill launch the editor immediately, allowing you to edit the command
with proper navigation, syntax highlighting, and all the bells and whistles of areal text editor.

Thisis especialy useful when you copy a command from the Internet and need to edit a specific part of that
command.

Turn long commands into shortcutswith aliases

Savetime with your own shortcuts

bash-3.2$ alias flex="fastfetch"
bash-3.2$ flex

0S: macOS Tahoe 26.0.1 (25A362) armé4
Host: MacBook Air (M1, 2020)
Kernel: Darwin 25.0.0
Uptime: 7 days, 15 hours, 6 mins
- KMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMW . Packages: 19 (brew)
XMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMX Shell: bash 3.2.57
Display (Color LCD): 2880x1800 @ 2x in 13", 6@ Hz [Built-in] *
Display (BenQ GW2790QT): 2560x1440 in 27", 75 Hz [Externall
WM: Quartz Compositor 341.0.1
WM Theme: Multicolor (Dark
Theme: Liquid Glass
Font: .AppleSystemUIFont [System], Helvetica [User]
Cursor: Fill - Black, Outline - White (32px)
Terminal: Apple Terminal 464
Terminal Font: SFMonoTerminal-Regular (12pt)
CPU: Apple M1 (8) @ 3.20 GHz
GPU: Apple M1 (7) [Integrated]
Memory: 6.62 GiB / 8.00 GiB (83%)
Swap: 1.57 GiB / 2.00 GiB (78%)
Disk (/): 94.11 GiB / 228.27 GiB (41%) - apfs [Read-only
Local IP (en®): 192.168.1.17/24
Battery (bq20z451): 100% [AC connected]

Thisisn't exactly a shortcut in the traditional sense, but it's such a big time saver that it's worth mentioning. In a
way, it's a shortcut to get things done faster without having to type the same long command over and over again.

If you frequently run the same commands, especially long ones or ones that include many options, you can
create an alias. An aliasis essentialy a shorthand for alonger command that you define yourself.



For example, if you frequently update your system, instead of having to type along command line each time,
you can create an dliaslike this:

al i as updat e=' sudo apt update && sudo apt upgrade -y’

Now you just type update , and the command will run the whole thing automatically. Y ou can add as many
aliases asyou like, and if you put them in your shell configuration file, they will be saved every time you open a
new terminal .

Y ou finished reading the article "5 Bash shortcutsto help you quickly master theterminal” edited by the
TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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