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4 ways to reuse hard drives

Do you have an old hard drive sitting in a drawer collecting dust? It doesn't have to be that way. There are some
creative and fun ways to reuse old hard drives and make sure they don't end up in the trash.
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4. Turn them into external hard drives/backup storage

 

The first thing you need to do with your old hard drive is check to see if it still works. If it passes the basic tests,
you can turn it into an external storage device. This is a simple and cheap way to restore a hard drive. All you
need is a good enclosure or a SATA-to-USB adapter to connect it to your Windows PC. Once connected, format
it with NTFS and it's ready to start storing data again.

You can use these drives to store large video files, ISO images, or full system backups. Windows Backup or
third-party apps like Macrium Reflect make it easy to handle bulky data, leaving your main SSD free for
everyday tasks. For example, use an old 1TB drive to store project folders, while another holds system images
from different machines. It's a practical way to reuse hardware that would otherwise go unused.

Also, be sure to check compatibility. Most drives from the last 10 to 15 years use SATA, which is compatible
with most modern hard drive enclosures. 3.5-inch hard drives typically require an enclosure with a built-in
power supply, while 2.5-inch laptop drives can run on USB power alone. Using a USB 3.0 or newer port will
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also improve transfer speeds, which is especially helpful when moving large files.

3. Create a secure repository for sensitive files

Another smart way to reuse old hard drives is to turn them into secure storage for sensitive data. If you don't
want your documents, financial records, or personal archives on your system every day, store them on an
external hard drive that you can disconnect and keep offline.

 

Windows makes this process easy. If you're using Windows Pro, Enterprise, or Education, you can encrypt your
entire drive with BitLocker . That way, even if someone gets their hands on your drive, they won't be able to
access its contents without the correct password. If you're using Windows Home, you can use a third-party tool
like VeraCrypt to encrypt your entire drive or select specific folders.

2. Store CCTV footage using DVR/NVR system

If you have a security camera system installed in your home or office, it will most likely come with a digital
video recorder (DVR) or network video recorder (NVR) to store the footage. Most of these systems have a
dedicated slot for a 3.5-inch SATA hard drive, the same type used in desktops. So, if the drive is in good
condition, you can plug it directly into the recorder to record and store video data.



The setup process is simple. Open the DVR or NVR, connect the hard drive using the internal SATA power and
data cables, and then plug it in. When you turn on the system, it will usually prompt you to format the drive
before it starts recording. Once setup is complete, the device will automatically save footage directly to the hard
drive.

 

The size of your hard drive directly affects how much footage you can store. A 500GB drive will only hold a few
days of footage, especially if you use multiple cameras or high resolution. However, a larger drive, like a 1TB or
2TB model, will allow you to store more footage before the system overwrites the old data.

1. Reuse old hard drive to store virtual machine

If you like to experiment with operating systems, run emulators, or experiment with different software
environments, you can repurpose an old hard drive as a dedicated storage device for a virtual machine. Instead of
filling up your main system drive, you can install VM software like Hyper-V, Virtualbox , or VMware
Workstation and configure it to store virtual hard drive files (in VHD, VHDX, or VDI format) on the old HDD .
This approach keeps your main SSD free of large virtual machine (VM) files and reduces the load on your
system during intensive tasks.



If you no longer need your hard drive, don't throw it away. Instead, pass it on to someone who needs more
storage space. Before you do, make sure to properly erase the drive. DiskPart , a built-in Windows tool, is a
reliable option for securely erasing everything. Just be sure to back up your important system data, as the process
is irreversible. After erasing, check to make sure the drive is still stable and not close to failure.

You finished reading the article "4 ways to reuse hard drives" edited by the TipsMake team. We hope this
article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. You can search for similar articles on tips and
guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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