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4 waysto import data from websites into Google
Sheets

If you use Google Sheets to analyze data then you aready know that copying and pasting data from websitesis
ineffective.

Data plays an important role in decision making and analysis. Whether you're a business analyst, researcher, or
anyone who needs to process big data, the ability to efficiently enter data online into your spreadsheet is
invaluable.

If you use Google Sheets to analyze data then you aready know that copying and pasting data from websitesis
ineffective. In most cases, despite your efforts, the spreadsheet remains formatted incorrectly.

Luckily, there are many effective methods for importing data from websites into Google Sheets.

1. IMPORTDATA

Y ou can use the IMPORTDATA function to ssimply import datafrom aCSV or TSV file online. Thisisthe
easiest way to import data online into Google Sheets because it requires minimal setup.

= MPORTDATA( URL, delineter, | ocale)

IMPORTDATA automatically fetches and imports data into your spreadsheet. In the syntax, URL isthe address
of thefile, delimiter isthe character used to parse the datain the file, and locale is the specific language that
IMPORTDATA should use.

The last two arguments, delimiter and locale, are optional. If left blank, IMPORTDATA will look through the
data and automatically assume these arguments. In most cases, it's best to leave these two arguments blank.
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Al v | fx =IMPORTDATA("https://people.sc.fsu.edu/~jburkardt/data/csv/crash_catolonio.csv')

1 |Day of Week .Number of Crashes

2 Sunday 13664
3 | Monday 17279
4 Tuesday 17337
5 Wednesday 17394
6 Thursday 17954
7 Friday 19147
&  Saturday 15714
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For example, the formula below fetches data from the specified CSV file:

=| MPORTDATA( " htt ps:// peopl e. sc. f su. edu/ ~j bur kar dt/ dat a/ csv/ crash_cat al oni a. csv")

Because the delimiter and locale arguments are empty, IMPORTDATA automatically finds and assumes these
values. Note that this function works with CSV and TSV files, not web pages. If you enter awebsite URL into
IMPORTDATA, it may not return the expected data or may result in an error.

2.IMPORTHTML

Y ou can use the IMPORTHTML function to import data from tables and lists on aweb page. Thisfunctionisa
more practical aternative to IMPORTDATA because it allows you to import data tables from web pages without
requiring aCsV file.

= MPORTHTML( URL, query_type, index)

According to the syntax, URL isthe address of the web page, query_typeisthetable or list, and index isthe
number of thetable or list in the web page.
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PORTHTML ("https://en wikip 1e",8)

e B D E F c
1 |Years 4 1875 1885 1895 1305 1811 1915 1925 1935 1945[32]
2 Life expectancy 385 395 428 455 48 405 574 615 605

For example, you can use IMPORTHTML to import atable from a Wikipedia article:
=l MPORTHTML("https://en.w ki pedi a. or g/ wi ki / Denogr aphi cs_of _Gernany", "table",

In thisformula, IMPORTHTML goes to the specified URL, fetches the data, and outputs it to the 8th table.

3. IMPORTXML

The IMPORTXML function fetches data from XML and HTML pages. The syntax of thisfunction is asfollows:
=l MPORTXM.( URL, xpat h_query)

In this syntax, URL isthe address of the website and xpath_query is the XPath query that identifies the nodes
you want to import. The prerequisite for using IMPORTXML in Google Sheets is to have a basic knowledge of
what XML is and how you can navigate XML files using X Path queries.
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M v | fir =IMPORTXML("https://wiw.wischools.com/xml/plant _catalog.xml", “CATALOG/PLANT*)
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4 4 Mostly Shady $2.44 31599
2 3 Mostly Shady 59.37 30699
3 4 Mostly Sunny $6.81 51799
4 4 Mostly Shady $9.90 30699
5 3 Mostly Shady 56.44 12099
6 3 Mostly Shady 59,03 41899
7 4 Mostly Shady 5445 12585
[ 4 Mostly Shady 33.99 ;7’:14%77{
o 4 Mostly Shady 55> NS o §
10 3 Mostly Shady £2:98 | o @A NN
[0 3 Sun or Shade $2.80 12299
1 3 Sun or Shade $5.59 21699
1 7 Mostly Shady 56.59 20199
1 5 Sun or Shade $3.90 42999
1 5 Sun or Shade $3.20 22199
16 Violet, Dog-Tootl Eryt 4 Shade 59.04 20199
17 Trout Lily Erythroni 4 Shade $6.94 32499
5 4 Shade 59.58 41399
9 6 Mostly Shady $8.86 122698
20 6 Mostly Shady $9.16 71099
21 4 Shade 5459 50399
22 4 Shade §7.16 42799
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For example, the formula below outputs an XML table containing the names and descriptions of several tree
types:

=l MPORTXM.( " ht t ps: // ww. w3school s. coml xm / pl ant _cat al og. xm ", " CATALOG PLANT")

In thisformula, IMPORTXML collects datain an XML file and then outputs to PLANT nodes that are children
of the CATALOG node. Because the locale argument is empty, IMPORTXML uses the language of the XML
file.

Note : Because web URLSs can be quite messy, it's best to enter the URL in a separate cell and refer to that cell in
your formula.

With knowledge of essential HTML tags and XPath queries, you can do more with IMPORTXML. For example,
the formula below extracts all H2 headingsin an article:

=I MPORTXML( B2, "//*/h2")
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4. Use the Google Sheets add-on to import data

In addition to built-in functions, Google Sheets also supports third-party add-ons that expand online data entry
capabilities. These add-ons provide a convenient way to import data from online sources and enhance
spreadsheet capabilities.
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The main advantage of these add-onsis that they allow access to resources that require authentication. Each add-
on isbest suited for avariety of data sources and types. Therefore, choosing the right Google Sheets add-on for
data import depends on the type and source of your data.

Hereis a selection of notable add-ons that support data import in Google Sheets:

1. : Coefficient is a user-friendly Google Sheets add-on designed to help you fetch data from websites
without code. Through its interface, you can select specific data el ements to import and enjoy real-time
updates. Coefficient supports business systems such as Salesforce, Hubspot, Google Analytics, Redshift,
Looker, Tableau, MySQL, etc.

2. : Coupler.iois another great add-on that simplifies data entry into Google Sheets. In addition to importing
data from a variety of sources, Coupler.io allows you to schedule automatic imports to update your
spreadsheet. Coupler.io works seamlessly with Google Analytics, Mailchimp, HubSpot, Salesforce,
Shopify, Xero, Airtable, Trello, etc.

3. : Beyond just importing data, Awesome Table also allows you to customize and transform data to enhance
your data analysis capabilities. Awesome panels | et you select the data you want to import using visual
data filters and schedul e automatic refreshes. It works with QuickBooks, Xero, HubSpot, Airtable, Notion,
Y ouTube, etc.

By taking advantage of these Google Sheets add-ons, you can import your data without needing to enter along
formula or know XML. Additional features, such as data conversion and scheduled import, enhance your
workflow efficiency even further.

Y ou finished reading the article "4 ways to import data from websitesinto Google Sheets' edited by the
TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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