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4 useful Gboard tips to make typing on Android
more enjoyable.

The real problem is how people set up and use Gboard. They struggle because they think of Gboard as just a
simple keyboard, without realizing it can be a powerful tool to get things done.

Typing on a touchscreen is terrible. Even after a decade, many people still struggle with correcting spelling
errors. Moving the cursor after a mistake is very time-consuming. Touchscreens are far more chaotic than the
solid feel of typing on a mechanical keyboard.

 

However, it turned out that the hardware wasn't the main issue causing users frustration. After numerous
annoyances, many began to wonder if the problem lay with the touchscreen itself.

The real problem is how people set up and use Gboard . They struggle because they think of Gboard as just a
simple keyboard, without realizing it can be a powerful tool to get things done. Like many others, you may not
be using all of Gboard's best features.

 

Text shortcut

A string of characters is attached, but for your convenience.
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This is a beloved feature, as text shortcuts have made it easier to insert long, repetitive, and often misspelled
strings. Many people often have to insert complex and repetitive text like addresses, emails, or even a standard
message like 'I'm in a group call,' leaving no room for spelling errors. A single misspelled character could send
an important email or package intended for you to someone else.

Gboard's personal directory allows you to map short, unique abbreviations to complex strings. For example,
typing 'email' will automatically expand to your email address, and typing 'address' will expand to your home
address. This not only eliminates spelling errors in important character strings, but also transforms a 15-second
typing process into a reflex in just one second.

And because Gboard is integrated into the Android ecosystem, if you add the shortcut to your Pixel device, you
can use it on your Galaxy Tab without needing to set it up again (after logging into your Google account).

Clipboard Manager

You can forget; Gboard won't.

 

For many people, Android's default copy/paste function has always been quite cumbersome. They frequently
encounter awkward situations when copying an important shipping code, getting distracted, accidentally copying
a meme link, and realizing they've permanently overwritten the shipping code. Since enabling Gboard's built-in
clipboard feature, this problem is no longer an issue.

Unlike the system clipboard (which usually only keeps the most recently copied item), Gboard's clipboard
manager keeps a full copy history of text and images for the past hour. But the feature many people like most
about Gboard's clipboard is the ability to pin items.

This is incredibly useful for documents you need frequently but don't want to assign shortcuts to, such as bank
account numbers, multiple hashtags for managing social media, or sample replies for work emails.



Text editor and spacebar cursor

If you need to edit a long document, do so in a convenient way.

 

Editing long content on a phone—such as a Google Doc or a lengthy email—is a nightmare. Trying to tap
between two specific characters to correct a spelling error often results in the cursor moving three characters
away. This is because your fingers obscure the item you're trying to tap.

Gboard has a dedicated text editor mode that replaces the keyboard with a navigation keyboard (D-pad). This
layout provides you with arrow keys to move each character (up, down, left, right), along with dedicated Select ,
Copy , and Paste buttons.

This mode transforms the lower half of the phone screen into a precise input device, rather than a guessing game.
It allows for more detailed control than touch gestures can achieve, effectively mimicking the arrow keys on a
desktop keyboard.

 

Swipe to delete

Swipe to clear your error.



The backspace key on any virtual keyboard is always a problem. Pressing it 50 times to delete a misspelled
sentence is very slow; holding it down is risky, as it speeds up too quickly and often deletes more than you
intended. In Gboard, this problem is solved with a simple, quick, and convenient gesture.

Swipe to delete is a gesture where you place your finger on the Backspace key and slowly slide it to the left. This
moves the cursor within the sentence while selecting a word or the entire sentence, depending on how far you
slide to the left and the range you want to select. As soon as you lift your finger, the highlighted section is
deleted.

The faster you swipe left, the more parts of the sentence will be selected with a shorter finger movement. This is
very useful when you have long paragraphs or nonsensical sentences due to typing errors when your phone is in
your pocket. And best of all, if you delete more than intended, the suggestion bar will immediately display a
prominent Undo button , helping to avoid disaster.

You finished reading the article "4 useful Gboard tips to make typing on Android more enjoyable." edited by
the TipsMake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. You can search
for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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