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4 Types of Windows Data That Are Growing in Size:
How to Control Them?

Although Windows Storage Sense efficiently deletes temporary files, some types of data are permanent and
continue to accumul ate.

In Windows, it's common for free disk space to decrease over time, even if you don't add new files. While
Windows Storage Sense is efficient at deleting temporary files, some types of data are permanent and continue to
accumulate. If your storage is filling up even though you're not adding new data, you should delete the following
data.

1. Data left over after Windows update

New Windows updates download a lot of data to keep your system up to date, but where does it go after your
computer has been updated? In fact, Windows keeps most of the data to ensure that you can restore it later in
case of any problems. Although it has a built-in mechanism to delete old updates over time, it is notorious for
keeping old updates for long periods of time or even permanently.

If your computer isworking fine with the current update and you don't expect to roll back to a previous update
(most people never have to), you can delete this leftover data to avoid data buildup. We'l use the built-in Disk
Cleanup tool for this, asit can safely delete most of it.

Search for " disk cleanup” in Windows Sear ch and open the Disk Cleanup application . Select your drive
and click Clean up system files.
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-.- You can use Disk Cleanup to free up to 223 MB of disk space on
(C:).

Files to delete

I X} Downloaded Program Files 0 bytes

g Tempaorary Internet Files 11.0MB
[C] | Directx Shader Cache 132MB

|E Delivery Optimization Files 239MB

|[C)] & Recycle Bin 258 MB

Total amount of disk space you gain: 251MB
Description

Downloaded Program Files are ActiveX controls and Java applets
downloaded automatically from the Internet when you view certain
pages. They are temporarily stored in the Downloaded Program Files
folder on your hard disk.

"Clean up system files View Files
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Y ou will see abunch of update-related options (only available if they contain data), such as Delivery
Optimization Files, Windows Update Cleanup, temporary Windows installation files, etc. Select them all and
click OK to delete.

<* Disk Cleanup for (C)

Disk Cleanup More Options
H
mmm You canuse Disk Cleanup to free up to 252 MB of disk space on
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Eiles to delete:

| @  Microsoft Defender Antivirus 288MB
[ = Downloaded Program Files 0 bytes |
()@ Temporary Internet Files 11.0MB
[}  DirectX Shader Cache 1.32MB
| Delivery Optimization Files 239MB
Total amount of disk space you gain: J2mMB
Description

Delivery Optimization is used to download updates from Microsoft
These files are stored in a dedicated cache to be uploaded to other
devices on your local network (if your settings allow such use). You
may safely delete these files if you need the space
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2. Residual application data left by uninstalled programs

Windows built-in uninstaller often leaves behind leftover program data and Registry entries. This can increase
the size of the Registry and take up unnecessary space on your drive. While this data can be located in many
places, such as Program Files and ProgramData, most of it islocated in the AppData folder in your user folder.

Y ou can delete it manually by going to "C:Users* Y ourUserName* AppData” and finding all the foldersinside
the Local, localLow and Roaming folders that belong to the deleted programs. The folders will be listed by
program name or developer name. Just select and del ete them.
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However, you should use an uninstaller program for this purpose. They can automatically find and remove this
leftover data, as well as completely uninstall future applications. Bulk Crap Uninstaller is agreat free and open
source application for this purpose. It will clean up both leftover data and Registry entries.

To delete the leftover datain the AppData folder, click on the Tools menu in Bulk Crap Uninstaller and click
on the Uninstall from directory option . Y ou can then select the AppData folder in your user directory to
search and display all the leftover data. Make sure you double-check the data to make sure it doesn't delete any
important data.
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3. Remaining patch data in applications/gamesis continuously
updated

Many, if not most, apps and games download patches and updates from time to time. While they are often
configured to delete unnecessary data, many apps and games do not delete this data optimally or retain old data
for repairs.

Unfortunately, how this datais managed is different for each program. If you download from an app/game
platform like Steam , Microsoft Store, Epic Games Launcher, etc., you can try the cache clearing option there.
For direct downloads, you'll have to look for afolder inside the program's main folder, usually named cache,
patches, or updates.

A surefire way to reset all additional dataisto reinstall the latest version of the app/game. Thiswill not only
remove unnecessary patch data, but also optimize large cache files to free up space.

4. System restore points



System Restore saves your PC's current state so you can easily revert to a previous state if something goes
wrong. Thisisagreat security feature, but it can take up alot of space over time. It stores restore points until it
reaches the maximum allowable limit, which is 15% of your total hard drive space (that's 150GB for a1TB
drive).

In most cases, you probably don't need all of these restore points, but they can take up tens of gigabytes of space
over time. If your computer isworking fine, you can delete all of your restore points and then create new ones.
Here's how:

PressWin + R key combination and type sysdm.cpl in Run dialog box to open System Properties.

Here go to System Protection , select your drive and click Configure.

System Properties

Computer Name Hardware Advanced System Proteclion Remote

- ‘f Use system protection to undo unwanted system changes
B

> .
System Restore

“ou can undo system changes by reverting
your computer to a previous restore point.

Protection Settings =
Available Drives Protection
FY Local Disk (C) (System) On

o Local Disk (D) Off

System Restore...

Configure restore setlings. manage disk space. and

p Configure...
delete restore points.

Create a restore pointright now for the drives that

4 Create...
have system protection turned on.

Then click Delete at the bottom and confirm the prompt to delete all restore points. Y ou can then create a new
restore point for protection.

Protec
Disk Space Usage
‘You can adjust the maximum disk space used for system protection. As
space fills up, older restore points will be deleted to make room for new

ones.

Current Usage: 118.75 MB

Max Usage: '
10% (12.05 GB)

Delete all restore points for this drive.
Delete
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Depending on your total storage capacity and how much data you have, you can easily free up tens of gigabytes
of space by deleting al of this data. If you're running out of storage space and really need more space, here's how
to clean up your C drive and gain more storage space without deleting any data.



Y ou finished reading the article "4 Types of Windows Data That Are Growingin Size: How to Control
Them?" edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and
tricks. You can search for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us

regularly.
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