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4 reasons to switch to Intel Arc GPU

The graphics card war has been going on for too long between Nvidia and AMD: Nvidia with GeForce RTX
GPUs. and AMD with the Radeon line. But we desperately need a third party to enter the market and control
both of these companies.

The graphics card war has been going on for too long between Nvidia and AMD: Nvidia with GeForce RTX
GPUs. and AMD with the Radeon line. But we desperately need a third party to enter the market and control
both of these companies. That's the direction Intel sought to take when it launched its Arc GPU.

But are Intel's Arc GPUs good enough and should you try them?

1. Intel Arc GPUs are really cheap

 

Perhaps the most important reason to choose Intel GPUs over Nvidia or AMD GPUs is the one Intel itself has
advertised: They are really cheap.

The Intel Arc A770, Intel's flagship GPU at the time of writing, costs only $349. Meanwhile, the lower-end Arc
A750, which is also quite good, costs only $249. And the entry-level card, the Arc A380, can be purchased for as
little as $139. True, these are not high-end cards (the A770 is on par with the Nvidia RTX 3060 Ti). But for what
they offer, the cards aren't expensive and are even cheaper if you hunt for a great deal.

That is definitely good news. We are used to graphics card prices increasing every year. The Nvidia RTX 3080,
due out in 2020, starts at $700, while the RTX 4080, launched just two years later in 2022, starts at $1,200. The
higher-end RTX 3090 starts at $1500, while the RTX 4090 starts at $1600. GPU manufacturers feel confident
enough that people will buy their products, so they don't hesitate to raise prices significantly.
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So, seeing a GPU manufacturer buck this trend and make its cards affordable is great, getting users excited about
what Intel has to offer. Right now, Intel doesn't have anything that can compete with high-end cards right now,
but that doesn't mean things won't change in the future.

It should also be clear that Intel is doing this in an effort to cement its position in a market that has for years been
dominated by the two companies. Sure, Intel is a CPU giant, but graphics cards are an area the company hasn't
explored yet. What better way to get people to consider your products than to make them cheaper than the
competition? It is uncertain whether Intel will continue with its "low price" strategy after it has received some
recognition in the GPU field and pushed its full potential with its most advanced, high-performance cards. If so,
that would be great.

 

What we do know, however, is that this benefits everyone, as a lower-priced competitor would force AMD and
Nvidia to compete harder by lowering their own prices. Ultimately, it's a win-win situation for the buyer.

2. Intel's Arc GPU Is Growing Fast

Intel has just confirmed its position as a GPU manufacturer. While that may sound bad, it also means that, as the
card matures, Intel will make better drivers. Intel's GPU has great hardware; but for the most part, they are not
well used by Intel drivers. As this changes, the cards will essentially continue to achieve better performance.

In fact, this has already happened. Intel Arc "re-evaluating" took place after driver updates because they improve
performance so much that it's worth re-running the benchmark and updating the performance. Previously
inconsistent performance on some games is rapidly changing, and games are performing better on new Intel
cards as time goes on.

Please note, Intel's Arc GPU is not enough to match the performance of an RTX 4090 or similar card. Intel will
need to release a true flagship GPU for that to happen. But it was enough to allow Intel to surpass itself.

3. Intel Arc GPU supports most of the features in other GPUs

The third and most important consideration is that the Intel Arc GPU is really not inferior to anything compared
to other GPUs. Although relatively new, Intel Arc GPUs support most of the features you know and love from
other GPUs.



 

They may not be as polished as similar features in Nvidia/AMD GPUs, but again, Intel is perfecting things over
time - and in future generations it will even add some things that the card currently lacks. Even without being up
to speed, these GPUs are on their way to being reliable, if not superior to Nvidia/AMD options. Intel's future
looks promising in this respect.

4. Intel Arc GPU is an alternative to Nvidia & AMD

Last, but not least, one of the main reasons to buy an Intel Arc GPU is that Intel is a new company and could
play a pivotal role in shaping what the GPU market will look like over the next few years.

Nvidia and AMD have pretty much competed against each other over the years. If a third party comes along and
has a sufficient following, that will eventually force the market to change and both GPU giants will have to
compete even harder, perhaps by offering better features or reducing prices. Nvidia has been too comfortable
pricing its newer cards above $1000, and having some more competition will help avoid this. This will be
beneficial for everyone and mainly consumers.

You finished reading the article "4 reasons to switch to Intel Arc GPU" edited by the TipsMake team. We
hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. You can search for similar articles on
tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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