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3 ways to compress and decompress files in
Chromebook

Here's how you can compress or decompress files on your Chromebook with Chrome OS, third-party apps, and
cloud storage.

If you are a PC user, you may be familiar with using compressed files or Zip files. Create a Zip file allows you to
place a series of photos or documents in a folder, compress it and email someone. You can compress and
decompress files on Windows and macOS without additional software. But most users will use third-party
applications, such as WinZip or 7-Zip, to provide additional features such as compression for storage,
encryption, split storage, etc.

But what about using zip files on a Chromebook? Here's how you can compress or decompress files on your
Chromebook with Chrome OS, third-party apps, and cloud storage.

How to use and manage Zip files on Chromebooks

1. Use Chrome OS
1. Unzip a compressed file

2. Use the application on the Chrome Web Store
3. Use a cloud storage service

Use Chrome OS

To create a Zip file on Chrome OS, open the Files application .
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Then go to the folder containing the images, documents or other files you want to compress.

Next, hold down the Ctrl key and click on each file you want to add to the Zip folder. Or, like Windows, you
can hold down the Shift key to select multiple items at once, or use Ctrl + A to select everything in the folder.

After selecting all the desired files, right-click on the selected files and select 'Zip selection' from the context
menu.



By default, the Zip file will be created in a folder called 'Archive'. You will need to change the names of the
compressed files, based on the naming convention you use on your system. You can right-click the file to
rename or select other options such as sending or copying the file to put it in another location.

Unzip a compressed file

Now, if someone emails you a Zip file or compresses (such as RAR) or you want to open your own archive, you
can do it. As mentioned above, Chrome OS considers the archive file as a drive in the Files application. All you
need to do to open the file is double click on it.

When the file is compressed, you can select and copy files in the archive to place in another location, or open
them in a certain application, depending on the file type.



To close the compressed file, you need to disconnect it like any external hard drive plugged into a Chromebook.
Click the Eject button , next to the name of the compressed file in the Files application .

Use the application on the Chrome Web Store

You do not need to use the Chrome OS operating system to extract files, but can use an application from the
Chrome Web Store. In fact, there are many third-party compression and decompression tools for Windows and
Mac, but the Chrome OS does not have much choice. Therefore the best application to choose now is 'ZIP
Extractor'.

Unlike Chrome OS, ZIP Extractor can extract files directly on computers as well as Google Drive. The
application also allows you to select the files to extract in the ZIP file and support sharing with others.



However, ZIP Extractor also has certain limitations and is not an offline application on Chrome OS, which
means that users will need an Internet connection for the application to work and be granted access to Google
accounts. Drive.

Use a cloud storage service

If you do not want to use the Chrome OS operating system and are not really satisfied with the way the ZIP
Extractor application works, the final option is to use a web-based service like ZipShare .

Developed by software maker WinZip, this cloud-based tool allows users to upload ZIP files from a computer or
from other cloud storage services to extract. The maximum capacity that ZipShare supports extracting is 50MB,
which even allows you to share the decompressed files with friends via popular social networks.

The above are all the methods that can be used to compress and decompress files on a Chromebook. If you are
looking for additional options, you can try Zip Extractor or Archive Extractor extensions.

Hope you are succesful.

You finished reading the article "3 ways to compress and decompress files in Chromebook" edited by the
TipsMake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. You can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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