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10 tasksto clean up your Windows computer should
not beignored

Over time, the computer will slow down. Of course, part of it is due to aging hardware, but for most people, the
common cause is poor maintenance of the operating system. The article will list the checklist of tasksto do to
clean up Windows.

Over time, the computer will slow down. Of course, part of it is due to aging hardware, but for most people, the
common cause is poor maintenance of the operating system. If you've ever installed a new Windows installation,
all the accumulated garbage is cleaned up and the computer starts up faster and smoother.

1. Maintain Windows effectively with 5 professional software

However, you do not need to perform this method to clean up your computer. Spending a little time cleaning
Windows can yield the same results. Y our 5-year-old laptop can never play the latest AAA games, but taking the
following measures you will see tremendous improvements. Below is a checklist list of tasks to do to clean up
Windows.

1. Delete unused software

The first step on the way to clean up your computer isto delete all old software that is no longer in use. If you do
not regularly clean your computer, you will be amazed at the amount of unnecessary tools you have installed on
your computer.

1. How to remove unused software
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Apps & features
Manage optional features

Search, sort and filter by drive. If you would like to uninstall or
move an app, select it from the list.

Search this list o

Sort by: Name Filter by: All drives ~
E 7-Zip 9.20
Unavailable 2110/2017

To view all applications on your computer, go to Start> Settings> Apps> Apps and features . Scroll down to
the list and click Uninstall for the unwanted software. However, you need to do it carefully, because you can
delete system programs that lead to problems so you need to perform a Google search before proceeding.

1. 5default Windows files and folders should not be touched

2. Run the antivirus program

Next, you should run antivirus software. One of the most common causes of slow computersis viruses. You can
run the antivirus software scan for each application or choose Full Scan, Deep Scan or similar. Scanning will
take longer, but it can be certain that it will not miss anything.

Antivirus ®

Run Smart Scan Run Full Virus Scan

A one-click health check for threats, Check your system, top to bottom.
updates, and issues. Longer, but more thorough.

You should use the free version of Mawarebytes because this software instead of focusing on anti-virus, its
main purpose is to protect users from the latest trojans, backdoors, adware and spyware.



3. Disk Cleanup Tool

Windows 10 provides the Disk Cleanup tool. It has been a part of Windows operating system for many years,
and it is still effective when cleaning unnecessary files and improving performance. To run Disk Cleanup, or
type the name of the application in the Start menu or go to Control Panel> Administrative Tools> Disk

Cleanup .

1. Free up hard drive space automatically on Windows 10 with Disk Cleanup

== Dizk Clean-up for (C:) >

Disk Clean-up

um fou can use Disk Clean-up to free up to 39,71 MB of disk
space on (C:).

Files to delete:
D, Downloaded Program Files Obyvtes G
% Temporary Intemet Files 156 KB
|| System created Windows Emor Reporti... 355 KB
|| DirectX Shader Cache 0 bytes
|| Delivery Optimisation Files Obytes .,
Total amount of disk space you gain: 351 MB
Description

Downloaded Program Files are Active X controls and Java applets
downloaded automatically from the Intemet when you view certain
pages. They are temporarily stored in the Downloaded Program
Files folder on your hard disk.

E;'Dean up system files View Files

[ ok Cancel

Before running the scan, click Clean up system files . It alows the application to run a more comprehensive
scan by checking old Windows Update files and log files. In general, you can delete all the files that Disk
Cleanup finds by checking the box next to each type of result and clicking OK . However, note that when you
choose to clean up the Previous Windows installation (s) using the Clean up system files option , you will not
be able to revert to the previous version of Windows.

4. Defragment the hard drive



In Windows 10, the operating system runs the hard drive defragmentation function when it feels necessary.
However, since we are cleaning the computer thoroughly, you should run it manually. You can find the
Defragment and Optimize Drivestool by running a search or visiting Control Panel> Administrative Tools.

By Optimise Drives

You can optimise your drives to help your computer run more efficiently or analyse them to find cut if
optimised. Only drives on or connected to your computer are shown.

Status

Drrive Media type Last run Current status

Hard disk drive 09/11/2017 01:39 0K (0% fragmented)
== Recovery Hard disk drive 09/11/2017 02:20 OK (0% fragmented)
s W WVolume{33adca.. Hard dick drive 09/11/2017 02:20 OK (0% fragmented)
w MW WVolumela20182... Hard disk drive 09/11/2017 02:20 OK (0% fragmented)

E;Analyse I Ggptimise

Scheduled eptimisation

On GChangegettings
Drives are being optimised automatically.

Frequency: Weekly

Close

To use the app, highlight the main hard drive and press Optimize in the lower right corner of the window.

5. Deleteold drivers

Windows retains the old driver for backup reasons when the new driver fails to perform the desired function.
However, your computer may be full of drivers from devices you stopped using years ago. . There are two easy
ways to remove old drivers from your computer: use a command prompt or environment variables. See the
article How to root out old Windows 10 drivers? to know how to delete old drivers.

6. Refresh the startup list

Any seasoned Windows user knows that this operating system has a slower boot time than macOS, Chrome OS
and Linux. Usually, the problem is caused by the number of programs that start with Windows. Most of them are
unnecessary.



15l Task Manager - O *

File Options View

Processes Performance  App histo Start-up Ilsers Details  Services

Last BIOS time: 1.9 seconds

-~

Mame Publisher Status Start-up impact
Ll Avlaunch compeonent AVAST Software Enabled Mot measured
€ Google Chrome Google Inc. Enabled Not measured
€ Google Chrome Google Inc., Enabled Mot measured
[ Google Update Core Google Inc. Enabled Not measured
‘@ Microsoft OnelDrive Microsoft Corporation Enabled Mot measured
:iw Realtek HD Audic Manager Realtek Semiconductor Enabled Net measured
o flux Flux Software LLC Disabled Nene

Fewer details Disable

To clean up the startup list, press Ctrl + Alt + Delete and select Task Manager . On the new window, click
More Details, then select the Startup tab at the top of the screen. Y ou should see all applications that start with
Windows. To turn off an application, select the appropriate horizontal row and click Disable.

1. Turn off programs that start with the system on Windows 10

7. Clean the AppData folder

When uninstalling the application, you will often find remnants of it scattered across the computer. One of the
most popular locations is the AppData directory. By default, this folder is hidden, you can find it at C: Users
[Username] AppData or by typing % AppData% in Windows search.

N <« Dan » AppData » Roaming * v O Search Roaming ye

Name - Date modified Type o
el maono File folder
! D Adobe File folder
Bl Blags AVAST Software File folder
1) Spanish g calibre File folder
Dan com.devexperts.tos.ui.userlogin. ThinkOr... File folder
& OneDrive dvdess File folder
FMRTET7 File folder
= This PC Google File folder
P Network Grammarly File folder
HPPSDr File folder
Macromedia File folder
Mailbird File folder
Microsoft File folder
MusicBee File folder
MusicBrainz File folder
Onetastic Hile folder
Skype File folder




In the main directory, there are three subdirectories: Local , LocalL ow , and Roaming . Make sure you view all
three directories to find the remaining traces of the old software. Again, don't delete anything unless you're sure
it'ssafe. To prevent the "remnants” of programs that will be deleted in the future, you can use aremoval tool like
Geek Uninstaller. This application is great and thisis one of the "must-have" free maintenance tools.

1. How to access WindowsA pps folder on Windows 10 and Windows 8?

8. Remove old program files

Another location where you often see traces of old application files is in the Program Files folder. On most
machines, there are two Program Files directories. You can find them at C: Program Files and C: Program
Files (x86) . Like the AppData folder, work through the contents of each folder carefully and delete any files and
folders that are no longer in use.

9. Clean theregistry

Y ou may have heard horror stories about registry cleaning software. Even the best CCleaner is difficult to clean
the registry. But it is essential to keep your registry neat. Think of it as alibrary: the larger the library, the more
time you need to search. Similarly, the more junk in the registry, Windows will spend more time to find the
necessary items.

B Registry Editor
File Edit View Favorites Help

Computert\HKEY_CURREMT_USER\Software

~ [ Computer
\ HKEY_CLASSES_ROOT
v HKEY_CURRENT_LISER
' AppEvents

AppXBackupContentType
Conscle
Control Panel
Environment
EUDC
Keyboard Layout
Metwork
Printers
v Software
» [ 7-Zip
Adobe
AppDatalow
AVAST Software
calibre
Caphyon
Chromium
CineForm

Classes

An easy way to do this is to start searching for regedit and press Enter . Then, access
ComputerHKEY_LOCAL_MACHINESOFTWARE and ComputerHKEY_CURRENT_USERSoftware .



In each folder, slowly work with the list and delete the item that the software no longer uses.

Warning: Deleting the wrong registry entry may result in serious consequences for the system. Make sure you
make a complete backup of your registry data before proceeding.

10. Delete all cache

Windows 10 is full of cache, cache is a temporary file that Windows may need a future. However, if Windows
doesn't need it anymore, you can clear the cache.

1. Clear the Windows 10 Update Cache to free up memory space

This article has provided you with 10 important steps to clean up your operating system and by doing all 10 of
these ways, make sure your computer will increase performance.

See more:

1. 8 easy waysto free RAM make the machine run faster
2. Speed ??up your computer to make your computer run faster
3. How to free up computer memory Windows 7, 8/ 8.1 and Windows 10

Y ou finished reading the article "10 tasks to clean up your Windows computer should not beignored" edited
by the TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can
search for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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