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10 effective ways to fix corrupted Word files

Corrupt Word files can be a major disruption to your workflow, especially if they contain important data. This
can be caused by software, formatting, or operating system errors. This article will show you how to fix the error
quickly and effectively, helping you recover the file content without complicated installation.

When a Word file is corrupted and cannot be opened, there are many ways to fix it, such as using the Open and
Repair feature, trying another format, or using recovery software. Below are useful methods to help you fix the
error quickly.

Fix when Word file is corrupted

1. Create a backup copy of the Word file

This is something I want you to really focus on. Prevention is better than cure, you should back up your Word
file when it is still completely intact and upload it to online storage sites or transfer it to CD. If your Word file
starts to show signs of damage, you should also back it up in case the Word file is damaged more, making it
more difficult to repair and restore the Word file.

2. Try on other devices

Maybe your Word file is not damaged as you think, but your Office suite, or the Windows you are using has an
error that prevents you from opening your Word file. You can copy the Word file to another computer to try, or
reinstall Office suite for your computer.

3. Check your Email

If you send or receive an email from someone, a backup copy of the document file will also be stored in your
Inbox or Sent Items.

4. Run the CHKDSK process

Open a Command Prompt window and run CHKDSK (check disk) on the partition containing the Word file.
CHKDSK can fix some errors, and who knows, your Word file might be revived.

5. Save in other formats

The error can also come from the file format. You can save it in another format by going to Save As… and
selecting other formats to save it in.

6. Try with other software
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If you cannot open it with Microsoft Word, try using other Office suites. Such as Open Office (completely free
Office suite), or Kingsoft Office.

7. Use Word's Repair function

Word has a feature that allows you to repair corrupted files called Open and Repair. You can open the Word
program. Open the Open window and open the corrupted file with Word's Open and Repair feature.

8. Extract raw text

If your document does not have many images or complex formatting or editing, you can choose to restore the
raw text of the document using the Recover Text from Any file feature.

9. Using Windows Vista Features

If you are using Windows Vista, you are in luck because this version of Windows has the ability to automatically
create a backup copy of the text on the hard drive. However, the partition must be NTFS.

10. Use data recovery software

If the above methods do not help you recover your corrupted Word file, try using specialized document recovery
software. Tools like Easy Office Recovery or Stellar Phoenix Word Repair can help you recover the contents of
a corrupted Word file, even if the document is encrypted, formatted incorrectly, or has lost data.

You finished reading the article "10 effective ways to fix corrupted Word files" edited by the TipsMake team.
We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. You can search for similar articles
on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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