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10 Chrome address bar icons you need to know

The address bar icons in Chrome can change the way you browse the Internet. They hide important information
and are only visible when you start using them.

These icons and their function can prevent your information from being stolen, help you access your favorite
websites with asingle click or watch Y ouTube videos without having to mess around on the page. web.

1. Safe Browsing I con

Over the years, Google Chrome has experimented with a number of different iconsto the left of URLsin the
browser to determine how safe asiteis to keep your Chrome browser secure.

Not al icons will stand the test of time, such as the green padlock or the white page icon, but keep an eye on the
ones being used to make sure you're browsing. Internet securely.

Thefirst isthe gray padlock icon that you'll see to the left of this post's URL. Note that at the time of this
writing, Google plans to update thisicon to a new design.
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When a website has a security certificate from the domain hosting company and Google trusts that certificate,
the site will show this gray padlock. Y ou'll also notice the site uses HTTPS instead of HTTP, meaning it's
Secure.

The padlock icon suggests that on this particular site all your passwords or credit card information will be stored

privately and securely. Clicking thisicon will give you a snapshot of the certificate's validity, the number of
cookiesin use, and the site settings.
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Y ou can even click on any one of these options to get more information.

2. Unsecured websiteicon

Sites that are not fully secure and still use HTTP are shown in agray circle with an exclamation mark inside.
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This means that the site is not using a private connection because it does not have a secure certificate. But this
icon isjust awarning that the information you submit through the website may be seen or modified by others.

Y ou could try removing the HTTP part of the URL and changing it to HTTPS to see if there is a more secure
version of the site.

The last icon you'll see next to the URL is atriangle with an exclamation mark inside. It will even say "Not
Secure" or "Dangerous’ next to the triangle.
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Y ou should avoid browsing these sites altogether if you see thisicon. It could be a website with an expired
security certificate or malicious code. Someone will certainly be able to see the personal information you submit
through this website.

Dangerous websites will have afull warning before allowing you to visit because it has been deemed unsafe by
Google's Safe Browsing feature.

3. Pop-up blocker icon

There are few factors more frustrating when browsing the Internet than pop-ups that give you various "offers"
while you're browsing. Google has a built-in blocker to help reduce the number of pop-ups you encounter while
browsing.
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Whenever Google takes action on a pop-up, you'll see it show up on the right side of your address bar for afew
seconds next to the star icon. It can get complicated if it blocks a pop-up that you really want to see.

For example, a pop-up blocker can prevent you from downloading your balance statement if the download link is
displayed via a pop-up message on Chrome.

Use the pop-up icon

Click theicon for blocked pop-ups and choose the option to allow it. Y ou can aso choose to always allow pop-
ups from websites by adding them to Chrome's exceptions list.
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If you don't see the icon when it appears, you can click the three dots on the far right of the Google Chrome
screen and select Settings.
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Click Privacy and security on the left side, then click the section that says Site settings.
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Scroll down until you see Pop-ups and redirects, then click this section. Copy and paste the URL below Allow
and Chrome will not block pop-ups from the site in the future. Y ou can al'so manage al blocked or allowed
websites from here.
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4. Bookmark icon

At the far right of the address bar, you'll see a star icon, and when hovering over it, you'll see a prompt to
Bookmark thistab . Bookmarking tabsis one of the fastest and most efficient ways to access the websites you
visit frequently while browsing the web.
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When you click the star, Chrome will ask you to name the website (default name is already entered) and where
you want to save the bookmark. If you just started bookmarking, you can go ahead and add it to your bookmarks
bar and you'll immediately see it below your address bar.

Clicking on that website will immediately open it in your browser. But if you plan to save alot of bookmarks,
you'll want to start creating folders where you can store many of the same types of web pages within.

If you want to bookmark multiple news pages, you can create afolder called "News" and after clicking the star
you can find this folder from the drop-down options.

To createa Newsfolder, click the More. option . Then you'll want to click the New Folder option at the
bottom right and you'll see your new folder appear with the option to give it aname.
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Y ou can always delete afolder or bookmark by right-clicking the folder or bookmark and clicking Delete .
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5. Play control icon

Have you noticed that whenever you open Y ouTube in anew tab in your browser, you can hear the video
playing, no matter what tab you're in?

Y ou can actually control play, pause, forward, backward, and picture-in-picture settings from any tab in your
browser. When you open Y ouTube and start playing the video, go to another tab while the video is still playing.



To the right of the address bar and all Chrome extensions will be an icon consisting of three lines and a musical
note. Thisicon alows you to control playback easily from the toolbar.
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Clicking on the icon brings up play, pause, forward, backward, and picture-in-picture options. Y ou can also click
the" X" in thetop right to get rid of the icon completely.
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This makes it easy to listen to your favorite music while you work, and you can pause it at any time to jump to
the next video without having to aways navigate back to YouTube. This function also works with other media
Sites.

6. Languageicons

When you visit awebsite that doesn't have the same language set up in Chrome settings, you'll immediately be
prompted to translate the site into your native language. But if you miss that prompt, you can still change the
language of the site using the language icon to the left of the bookmark icon.

Theicon is hard to describe, but has Google's"G" onit. Clicking on thisicon will give you a set of options that
will allow you to trandlate the page as you see fit.
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The first and easiest option isto translate to the same language that is the default language on your Chrome
installation. Y ou can even check the box below to always trandate any web page in your current language into
the default language.

Clicking on the three dots will give even more options for how you want to translate pages in this language in
the future.
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7. Sharethispageicon

On any web page, you'll see an arrow to the left of the bookmark icon. Thisicon allows you to share the web
page you are currently on and provides several methods for this.
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Y ou can copy the link, transfer the tab to another device, or save the entire page on your computer. Thereisaso
an option to generate a QR code, which you can then scan with your phone (in case you want to access the page



on your mobile phone) or download the QR code.

8. Extension I cons

To the right of the bookmark icon, thereisajigsaw puzzleicon. Thisicon is used to manage Chrome extensions.
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Clicking thisicon will open alist of all active extensions. Y ou can pin them to the toolbar from here. Y ou can
also use the three-dot icon (shown next to each extension name) to manage or remove extension settings.

Finally, the Manage extensions option (at the bottom) will open the Chrome Extensions (chrome://extensions)
page when clicked, allowing you to enable/disable extensions, switch to developer mode, and view details.
details of each extension.

9. Show Side Panedl icon

Google Chrome has a side panel where you can view bookmarks, reading lists, and Journeys. Using the square
icon in the toolbar (next to your profile picture), you can open the side panel.
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From the drop-down list in the sidebar, choose whether you want to open bookmarks, reading lists or Journeys
here.

In case you didn't know, the reading list allows you to save articles for later reading. After reading a saved
article, you can mark it asread or remove it from the list entirely. Similarly, Journeys allows you to revisit old
searches on the Internet by grouping your past searches by subject.

10. App settingsicon

On selected sites, you will see an icon showing a downward arrow with the desktop. Using thisicon, you can
install the Progressive Web App of the website you are visiting.
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For example, if you're using Twitter, you'll see an app settingsicon in the toolbar. Click on it and select Install .
Almost immediately, Twitter will open in a new window.

Y ou can now access Twitter the same way you would open any other application, including by double-clicking
the desktop shortcut. The main benefits of PWA include speed, reliability, and better user experience.

Y ou finished reading the article "10 Chrome address bar icons you need to know" edited by the TipsM ake
team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar
articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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